
Most Texas congressmen 
support unsealing records 
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WASHINGTON — Whoever said time heals, jtfi 
wounds hadn’t counted on Oliver Stone.; 

His controversial film about the assassination of Prgs^* 
ident John F. Kennedy has rubbed salt into a nation’s 
scarred psyche, resurrecting painful memories and fe-i 
creating doubts about the events 28 years ago. 1 

Whether you’ve seen his movie JFK , whether you 
glorify Stone’s work or vilify him for revisionist history, 
he pointed out 'the 

bu ‘; for A oUen Should JFK files 
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all-but-forgotten Should JFK files 

fact that some re- 

cords of Kennedy’s £)g open to public? - 
assassination are . ; v. . .. , .— T C 

sealed until 2029. Oliver Stone’s JFK hast:] 

But, maybe not. spurred calls for unsealing 

A move is afoot files, on 

in Congress to re- John )<en- 

open the work of nedy’s 

the House Select death .' 1 

Committee on As- Should the 

sassinations, which files be 

conducted a two- opened? 

year investigation ' 7 - 

and reported in infoPcR/Page A-17 'Tr 

1978 that a con- ' .. — ... 

spiracy probably '[■ - > 5 ’' 

was behind Kennedy’s slaying. The committee', though’, 
agreed with the 1964 Warren Commission 'report -dial 
Lee Harvey Oswald was the lone gunman who shotjthe 
president that sunny November day in Dallas.- — ri ; 

Stone’s movie didn’t create questions as much’ as it 
reminded the public of questions forgotten over The 
decades. And for a generation too young to remember 
or not yet bom, the debate over the film has turned into 
a living history lesson; ■ 

That’s what disturbs Rep. Louis Stokes, D-Ohio, who 
was chairman of the House select committee. He now is 
considering opening the committee’s records, because 
of the movie’s claims of a government conspiracy and 
cover-up. Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., brother of 
the slain president, said he wouldn't stand in the way. 

Rep. Henry B. Gonzalez, D-San Antonio, who briefly 
chaired the committee before a dispute with the legal 
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SHOULD ALL FILES ON THE 
ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT • 
KENNEDY BE OPENED TO THE PUBLIC? V > 

To register your vote, dial H-O-U^M-0-N (468*7866), with a touch-tone phone, 
then enter 7655 (POLL). Telephone lines wBi be open until 6 p.m. Sunday. ’ 
Results will be published in Monday's Post ■ ; 
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counsel caused both to resign, said 
he "will file a resolution this week 
wnen Congress returns to open 
i those documents. Unsealing the re- 
i cords requires a majority vote of 
■the 435 House members. 

•\ And most of the 27 Texans in 
(he House are willing to support 
iuch a resolution. Of the 18 mem- 
bers who could be reached last 
^week, all but two said they favor 
. opening the committee files. .The 
■ itwo holdouts hadn’t decided yet. 

| < “1 believe there was a conspira- 
l ey,” said Rep. Mike Andrews, D- 
douston, who was a freshman at 
*t;he University of Texas when Ken- 
Afedy was killed. 

He dismisses Stone's theories 
A^out then- Vice President Lyndon 
lohnson and the military-indus- 
a5 complex being behind the as- 
J SASinatiori, but Andrews does be- 
there was more than one 
£t/»man. -' ¥ 

' %he Warren Commission con- 
Cciiged Kennedy, and then-Texas 
John Connally, who was rid- 
( di* with Kennedy, were shot by 
CUwald from behind from the Tex- 
M |chool Book Depository during 
AN ppen-car motorcade. There has 
td-vetys been a belief by many that 
AT least one other gunman fired at 
"Ut ^president from a grassy knoil to 
m/. ^ight and slightly in front of the 
fAesidentiai convertible. fri- : 



The Posl bloPoS Is not sdeniffic but does serve as an Wormal gauge ot tho Intanslt/ol teejlngs on an fesue 



'? flep. Charles Wilson" ’ D-tufkin, 
says open the "committee’s files, 
.but don’t create any new commis- 
sions or panels'tb Study the matter. 
~g Wilson, who worked on the 
Kennedy campaign, said he has no 
, intention of paying Stone olO 
pucks’’ to see an overly sensational . 
film because he has a hard time 
swallowing' the’ plot of a' ‘massive ' 
conspiracy. ’ 7 A ff ' % 

That may seem like an unusual 
opinion from a congressman who 
saw a communist menace just 
about everywhere during the Cold 
War, avidly supported the .Contra , 
- -rebels in-Nicaragua and wentlo Af-f 
ghanistan to help the guerrilla war- , 
riors take on the Soviet army. 

“1 think Mr, Stone has areal psy- 
chological hang-up with his gov» 
eminent,” Wilson said,’ “The idea 
that this could be kept secret is, 
absurd. We couldn’t even mine the’, 

- harbor in Nicaragua and keep it & 

-secret.” -- •- .. ?4 . f 

Rep. Ralph Hall, D-Rockwall, ar- 
gues that a new investigation 
might uncover: fads and events 
missed byprevious probes, pariic- 
ularly concerning any Cuba con- 
nection to the assassination. Kf 

There long has been speculation 
that Fidel Castro ordered Kenne- 
dy’s assassination in retaliation for . 
' attempts on his life by: United 
States operatives." Castro has al- 
ways denied that theory.-.:^ 

But. since the former Soviet 
Union opened its files oh the Cu- 
ban missile crisis, Russia may re- 
lease more documents that might 
cast some light on that theory. 

- . “They’re opening their books,” 
Hail said. “Perhaps we couid un- 

. ravel some mysteries the CIA and 
others have faced.” 

RepTLarrv Combest, R-Lub- 
bock; :V^l (^p' Ipe surprised n an ~ 

£ | 4 What’s^driylng this publics 
"< ccmcern " 1?" ‘they haven’t had the 
whole story,” Combest said. 



Only two of the Texans contact-'’ 
ed last week ’ had seen : Stone’ s " 
movie: Reps. John Bryant, D-Dal- 
ias, and Charles Stenholm, D- 
Stamford, and both agree the re- 
cords should be opened. > ; AS" 
“I think the public ought to feei 
confident that their government is 
not withholding anything from 
them about anything/whether the 
Kennedy assassination or any other 
historical event. Let these records 
see the light of day,” said Bryant, 
who was between classes in Free- 
port’s Brazosport High School on 
Nov. 22, 1963, when a schoolmate 

told him about theahooting. _i_ 

Said Stenholm: “3 have a hard 
time seeing any reason the records 
should be sealed. That just gives 
credibility to the people who say 
there is something there.’’, 



5 i>ST yyASHiNGTQN BUREAU . * - the Warren Commission records^ 
*; ’IS'T - 'v-, i -■ • are open. Some documents have; 

‘WASHINGTON — The Nation- been withheld for national securi- • 
a£ -Archives houses three sets of ty, "personal privacy or law en-7 
fiords relating to the assassina- forcement considerations. • - 
i»n of President John F. Kenne-,- The unpublished records from 
dy ; ,'LV, . . . the House Assassinations Com-;. 

JThey are from the Warren mittee were sealed for 50 years,' 
'Commission, the -House Select - until 2029, under a standing rule 
Spmmittee on Assassinations and that covers ail unpublished re- 
lated materiai donated by the cords of .the House of Represen- 

Xf^rmedy family and the famous latives. FT ~ 

Z£pruder home camera film Such documents customarily 
showing the president being shot. are ciosed for 30 years, but the 

►Kennedy’s estate transferred 50-year restriction can apply to 

custody of the autopsy photos certain categories, such as per- . 

aqd X-rays to... the archives in sonnel and executive sessions. 

1966. Under a7 deed of gift, those Files on the assassination .’are 
pictures can die' viewed only by still held by the CIA, FBI and; the 
government agencies investigat- Defense Department They;;|db, ' 
rfg Kennedy’s death or by recog- ’. are dosed. , . v ./ ^ 

pjzed medical and technical ex- . Thejjmly iwwbeBr^^ 
peris who obtain ^emrissiomfrom JJouse of Representatiyes are¥ur^ 
:£e family’s representative. ... rently talking ? about operridl*, 

^According to’offidals’widi the through a vote of its: members, 
'fetionai Archives, 98 percent of are those of the select committee. 



